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corner is screened off for the women and as a
storeroom. In the dry months the men spread
their mats outside under the walls of the house.
They roll themselves in a blanket or sheet,
enveloping their heads as well as their bodies to
protect themselves from the mosquitoes. Their
pillow is a block of wood hollowed out in the
upper part to make a head-rest. They lie down
after dark and get up before dawn.
Every house or hut has an outer yard if it
is possible. Houses in streets have verandahs
attached instead of the yard. In the agricultural
districts there is a lean-to shed for cattle. Where
space is available a vegetable garden is made.
Every hut, however small and lowly, has its gourd
vine sprawling in picturesque, luxuriant growth
over mud wall and thatched ro'of, displaying a
glorious patch of emerald green in the golden
sunlight,
In front of the door of house and hut the
women, after sweeping the mud-plastered ground,
draw geometrical patterns with no little skill in
white chalk, and ornament the design with the
yellow flowers of the gourd. Even this trifling
act is not without its religious significance, an act
to propitiate and please one of the many deities.